Similarly, the regional disorders causing pain in the back, neck and limbs comprise 95% of all rheumatic complaints to general practitioners. The section describing these common conditions is much improved in this edition but it should be allocated more than 5% of the text. To make space, the remarkable chapters on the basis ofrheumatological practice and on epidemiology could be shortened.
This textbook attempts to give an overall view of laser technology physics and its applications to various branches of clinical medicine.
The first section is a detailed account of laser physics which should be essential reading for the clinical laser user. Such things as the difference between mode locking and Q switching are explained in detail. This is followed by a chapter on the technology of the different laser systems such as the CO 2 dye Nd.YAG and excimer lasers. The chapter on ophthalmology is detailed and reports on standard and new usesofthe laser. It givesan excellentoverviewof the subject to the practisingclinician. The finalchapter on laser safety is important and covers areas often neglected by the clinician, including eye hazards which are discussed in detail. The second edition of this book is a considerable improvement on the first one which was, in its own right, an extremely useful intensive care manual. This new edition covers more comprehensively the conditions commonly seen in intensive care and the way in which they can be managed. It does not pretend to be a fully comprehensive reference book on all conceivable aspects of intensive care. Nevertheless, Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 80 December 1987 787 not only are most topics covered well, but they are also well supplied with pertinent references which facilitate further reading. The book is set out logically and, with the diagrams and illustrations, is easy to read. Criticisms are few but would include the rather superficial approach to pharmacological topics such as inotropes and muscle relaxants. The section on obstetric intensive care, and especially eclampsia, is also disappointingly brief. The appendix has a useful section on serum drug concentrations, but in view of the practical uses of this book, it might have been more helpful to include the normal range of drug doses.
The manual is ideally suited as a practical reference book for the intensive care unit and would be invaluable for the casualty department. It is to be recommended as a useful text for anaesthetists and for any other specialties involved in critical care, both in and outside the intensive care unit.
It is an excellent teaching book for intensive care nursing courses and is a useful aid to medical lecturers on these courses. Its current price enables it to be a worthwhile investment for both medical and nursing personnel and constitutes unusually good value for money.
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Open-Angle Glaucoma (Contemporary Issues in Ophthalmology Vol 3) G W Weinstein pp 275 £40 ISBN 0-443-Q8488-2 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1986 This book comprising chapters by 23 contributors, does not set out to be an all-embracing text on glaucoma nor, even, on any particularly variety of glaucoma, but each of the 13chapter headings may be said to address one particular aspect of open-angle glaucoma (primary or secondary). This is a nice idea, allowing a collection of essays around this one central theme. The editor appears to have spread his net widely, for he has included chapters on medical treatment and on early open-angle glaucoma, together with chapters on cataract and glaucoma, pseudophakic glaucoma, and complications of glaucoma surgery which are not specifically related to openangle glaucoma. Also included is a chapter on implants in the treatment of neovascular glaucoma which the authors note is specifically related to the treatment of angle closure glaucoma. It is perhaps surprising that the book has no chapter on the pathogenesis of the open-angle glaucomas nor any information on the changes of the optic nerve head or visual field in these diseases. Individual chapters vary considerably and are, of necessity, review articles, but in some cases they summarize the experience of the writer and in other cases tend to be more general literature reviews. Unfortunately, the chapters which are literature reviews are more dated, and do not always reflect current ophthalmological thought.
Chapters also vary in quality. Smith and Wandie have written an excellent review chapter on variations in intraocular pressure and how various antiglaucoma medicines may alter the normal diurnal curve. Wilenski and Geezer have written on low tension glaucoma, discussing treatment in an anecdotal way but without making any comment on the natural history of the disease; without this knowledge we
